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PREFACE. 



IN fulfilling my intention, as indicated in the title page, I had to 
consider from what sources I could expect to get my materials. 
Of course, first of all, one would suppose that family history would 
be best learnt from family oracles — the most elderly members 
thereof — according to the expression in other applications, ** the 
oldest inhabitant," or, ** within the memory of man." In the course 
of my researches, however, I met with the following useful and 
awakening hint, by an experienced writer on genealogical studies. 
^' It is curious to observe how little accuracy there sometimes is 
in families, respecting their own descent; and how liable the 
genealogist is to be misled, when he has to trust to oral infor- 
mation unsupported by documentary evidence." — Hunter a Deanery 
of Doncmier, vol. ii. p. 413. 

It is even so. A lady, suppose, somewhat enthusiastic in regard 
to the honor of a certain connection, writes, ^'I have every reason 
to believe that my grandmother was " — what a glance at the 
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Church Hegister shews at once she was not. Or some venerable 
octogenarian gent, assures me, that '^his father had no brothers, 
because he never heard of any uncles," whereas three are named 
in the grandfather's Will ! Certainly we must not build on the 
**oral information" of infirm memories. Still, the living voice 
and family tradition serve well in supplying a clue to investigation, 
and will be as both a starting and directing post to point the 
way. 

What I have herein printed is not without good evidence and 
proof, derived from various munimental sources. These are chiefly 
the Libraries of Cambridge University, and Trinity CoUege, two 
Public Libraries in Norwich, as well as the Probate Office there ; 

'^And other dusty heaps 
*' Of ancient ledgers, books of evidence, 
** Old blazoned pedigrees, and antique rolls, 
" Tom parish registers, probates and testaments ! " 

With these recommendations I ask my readers to give me their 
confidence, whilst I trust they will find some little pleasure in 
the following plain, but I fear somewhat disjointed, pages. The 
compilation is for the most part a family record, but, peradventure, 
it may also interest even some outside friends. 



•<?We>___ KSTe)- -^D- -gfe- •<5T5> -oy^ -G^ 

iASf- -eip Si^^ •e/|3^> -e^iyy <ijs^ " •<i^" 



1. My humble *'task" shall begin with a pleasant satire upon 
the very object of my undertaking, by the author of the popular 
ballad, "John Gilpin," whose mortal remains are with us to this 
day at East Dereham, written in one of his happiest intervals of 
blithesome humour. 

" Oh I fond attempt to give a deathless lot 

To names ignoble, bom to be forgot ! 

Lethsean gulfs receive them as they fall, 

And dark oblivion soon absorbs them all. 

So, when a child, as playful children use, 

Has burnt to tinder ♦ a stale last year's news ; 

The flame extinct, he views the roving Jire. — 

There goes my lady, — and there goes the squire! 

There goes the parson, oh ! illustrious spark ! 

And there, scarce less illustrious, goes the clerk ! " — Cowper. 



* Children of the present day, since the invention of our admirable lucifers, 
ought to be shewn the application of this natural phenomenon of the "roving 
fire," and how we used to get our light, with some trouble, out of old rags, 
by the sharp contact of flint and steel. 
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they often embalm for us the guise and fashion of speech in eras 
the most remote.*' 

5. **Our Saxon ancestors did not, for the glory of a short 
continuance, name the places of their conquest after themselves, 
but even according to nature's self. And a most general way of 
naming towns among the Britains was from their Biyers; and 
even many of our Counties and Hundreds have derived their names 
from the same original. Such are everywhere memorials of the 
earliest races, whether Anglo-Saxon or Celtic. They survive where 
other names have often changed, and where towns and cities have 
so entirely passed away, as to leave scarce an indication of their 
very sites." — See Parkin, in BlomeJieWa Norfolk^ vol. vi. p. 4. 

6. Throughout England there is hardly the name of a town 
or village which is not of Celtic origin. The root may be either 
a substantive or an adjective. The substantival form is probably the 
most common. Of the adjectival, the words meaning ** rough," 
*^ smooth," ** gentle," ^*glad," **gay," "broad," '* swift," *' clear," 
and ike likey are, found in many river names. 

7. One of these ** other like words" is BLITHE, a word of very 
great antiquity in our language; and the facts and appearances 
of natural Kistory testify to its appropriate adoption. 

In the Etymological Dictionary of the Rev. "W. "W. Skeat, M.A., 



of Christ's College, Cambridge, and Professor of Anglo-Saxon 
in that University, and probably the best living authority on the 
subject, this old word is defined as from the A. S. *^hlid^* or *^bhdey*^ — 
'* glad," ** happy," **bright," *' shining " (as said of the sky) ; — and its 
derivatives are '^ blithesome," ^^blithesomeness," &c. One sense of 
it, moreover, spelt "i/tf»YA," was ** merciful," as appears from the 
Q-othic translation of Luke vi. 36 — ** Be ye blithing " {hleith), ** so as 
your Father blithe is ; " {bleith ist.) 

In kindly replying to me the Professor writes, ** the word *hfyfh* 
can hardly be other than the adjective ^ blithe V^ ''It is a Teutonic 
word of unknown age — at least four thousand years — ^as may be 
inferred from what is known of the history of the Aryan languages. 
As a fact it occurs in Gothic a.d. 350, but it was an old word then, 
and there is no other Teutonic word that I know of in any way 
resembling it, except its derivative, i/m." 

Its simple force and point perhaps could not be better seen than 
in the following pretty stanza, descriptive of the bright, natural, happy 
spirit of little children — 

*' The heart of childhood is all mirth, 
They frolic to and fro, 
As free and blithe^ as if on earth 
Were no such thing as woe/' 
B 
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8. The antiquity then of the word, as well as its meaning, is 
well established, and its application in nature to a river, in the sense 
of bright and /atr, may be readily allowed. 

" Flow on, thou shining river." 

Now, we find that there are in England no less than three rivers 
bearing this name. One of them is in Northumberland, and 
another in Suffolk, both falling into the German Ocean; a third 
is in Warwickshire, joining the Tame a little below Coleshill, and 
with it running into the Trent. Anciently the name was Blith or 
Blithe f and the later substitution of "y" for '*i" in the speUing means 
that the ^4" originally is long, as in hite^ and not as in hit, or 
as it might seem to be in hlith, 

9. In bringing out the word into further technical or topographical 
use, these rivers have given their name to several towns or villages 
which have been built on or near them. Some of them are called 
by the simple monosyllable Blyth; others have added a suffix 
for distinction, either Eoman or Anglo-Saxon, as "burgh,** * afield,'* 
''ford,'* **ham," or "ton.** Of these we have Blithfield in Derby- 
shire, Blyhurgh and Bhjford in the Hundred of Blithingy Suffolk > 
and Blyton and Blyhorough in the county of Lincoln, all unmistake- 
able in the origin of their names. 

10. Blyth (original Blith) is a email seaport town in 
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Northumberland, divided by its commercial river into Bouth and 
north, at its confluence with the sea. The south is the principal 
part, consisting of one crooked street, and indifferently built. The 
export of coals and iron employs about one hundred vessels. The 
population is about two thousand. North Bltth, on the opposite 
side, is but a small village, inhabited chiefly by fishermen and pilots. — 
Imperial Gazetteer y vol. i. p. 423. 

11. Of Blythe in Nottinghamshire there is a very good history 
by the Eev. John Kaine, M.A., Vicar. '*The name," he says, 
**is of extreme antiquity, presenting itself to us under the curt 
forms of Bliay Blya, Blida^ &c. , wrapping itself up in an impenetrable 
coat of mystery, and refusing to tell its origin." The place itself 
is a town of considerable importance with eighteen hundred in- 
habitants, and has remains of an ancient monastery.* 

The History of Blyburgh, or Blithburgh, in Suffolk, in com- 
bination with Old Dunwich and Southwold, is by Thomas Gardner, 
in 1754. He defines it as *' a small village on the river Blith, 
giving appellation to the Hundred of BUthing; a place of very 



♦ I note that "the Prior of Blythe was impleaded by Adam de Fyncham, the 
King's Attorney, in 10th Edward HI. (1337), i.e.y the year before his death and 
burial in Fincham Church. 
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great antiquity, inhabited originally by ancient Britons, and subjected 
to the Bomans on their inyasion of our island/' 

12. Blythe in Warwickshire is a very ancient manor and 
hamlet of the parish of Shustoke, near ColeshiU, which is one of 
the highest points of the county. ^'From this elevated ridge the 
water descends in gentle streams to the river Blythey and flows on 
through the Trent to the Humber." 

1 3. The relative position of a town thus associated with a river, 
is one of many advantages, both in respect of the picturesque, and 
for the safety, health, and comfort of its inhabitants. I may be 
permitted to introduce the beautiful imagery of Holy Writ in 
illustration of this thought, as spiritually applied. " There is a 
River, the streams whereof shall make glad the city of God, the 
Holy Place of the tabernacles of the Most High." — ^Psalm xlvi. 4. 

And the prophet Isaiah, calling to mind what the Tigris and 
Euphrates had been to Nineveh and Babylon, says, that and more 
would Jehovah be to Jerusalem, * * the city of their solemnities. • ' * • There 
the glorious Lord will be unto us a place of broad rivers and streams ; 
wherein shall go no galley with oars, nor gallant ship pass 
thereby," i.e., '*to use it for their attacks." — See Bishop ElKcott on 
Isaiah xxxiii. 21. 

14. Then, as to personal and family surnames, taken from The 
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Town on the Rtverj how does the enquiry gather interest, as we 

follow it up. I think it will be seen presently that we bear a 
name, which, whilst it has been shewn to be of great antiquity 
in its origin, and is elegantly classical in its use, has been honor- 
ably borne by worthy families, through many generations. I will 
now proceed to a nearer view of this point. 

When the Normans came here at the Conquest, as they settled 
they attached their Christian name to that of the Tillage, or estate, 
which they then acquired, by the intermediate conjunction '* de " — 
**©/*" — as, for instance, **John de Fyncham." In two or three 
centuries this ^^de'' was dropped out, and the family name remained 
simply **Fincham." 

So it wiU be seen in this case. I will first select from the earliest 
dates discoverable some isolated individual names, which exemplify 
the use of the word, and shew an occasional change in the 
spelling, as time goes on. And then I will exhibit the best 
pedigree I can get from materials supplied by later generations 
to the present time. 

15. In the parish church of Martham in this county there was 
at its fouiidation — probably before the Conquest — ^a shrine dedi- 
cated to St, Blidej or Blida. Who he (or she) was, it is now 
impossible to say, as the name does not appear in the Calendars 
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of the Saints. Probably it was only that of some individual 

distinguished locally for his or her piety and charity, or as a liberal 

benefactor to that church. There is no trace, I believe, of any 

such shrine or monument now remaining. 

In the year 1643, when Cromwell and his Parliament were 

supreme, an Act was passed *' for the suppression of divers 

innovations and practices in the Churches and Chapels, &c."; when 

every kind of image, picture, or representation of a Saint ^ was 

ordered to be utterly destroyed. And hence the extinction of 

St. Blida at Martham. Certain exceptions and exemptions from 

ruthless destruction were happily allowed by this Act, such as 

simple tablets and monumental effigies, which, though very much 

mutilated in many instances, have survived to our times. A 

splendid example of these I shall have to notice presently. 

A. D. 

1086. In Domesday Book Blida is the old Anglo-Saxon spelling 
for what was afterwards more generally Blithe and Blythe. 

1270. In 54th Henry III. Roger and Agnes de Blida were bene- 
factors to the Abbey of Beauchief in the County of 
Derby. 

1338. Richard de Blida, Rector of Titchwell, Norfolk.— J9/. Norf,, 
vol. X. p. 397. 



^/ 
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1358. William de Blithe^ Rector of Great Cressingham, also Master 
of an ancient College, or Gild, at Thompson, and Arch- 
deacon of Norfolk from 1359 to 1374.— M Norf., vol. iii. 
p. 642. 

1367. Eichard de Blithe ^ Yicar of Elmham. — Bl. Norf.y vol. ix. 
p. 493. 

1373. Peter de Blithe, Rector of Cantley. — Bl. Norf.y vol. vii. 

p. 230. 

1374. John de Blithe, Lord of Bayfield Manor in Corston, and 

Hugh de Blithe, executors to the Arcdeacon, whose will 
at Lambeth is dated 1373. 

1490. Hugh de Blythe, Schole-Master of Eton.— (7o/tf'« MSS., 
British Museum. 

1510. Thomas Blithe, Vicar of Tilney. — BL Norf.y vol. ix. p. 84. 

1522. Richard Fuller gave ten shillings for the repairs "where 
St. Blithe lieth at Martham " — Norf. ArchtBol., vol. v. p. 171. 

1457. Alice Blithe, daughter of Alexander Blithe of Long Stratton, 
married John Gresham of Holt, and was mother of Sir 
Richard Gresham, and grandmother of the great prince 
merchant, Sir Thomas Gresham, who founded the Royal 
Exchange in London, a.d. 1570. — Rose's Biograph. Diet., 
vol. viii. p. 115. 
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1650. John Blleth of Cossey bequeaths to John Blyeth his son, &c. 
— Will at Norwich. 

1696. William Blithe, Mayor of Norwich, was committed to the 
custody of the Sergeant-at-arms, House of Commons. — 

BL Norf,f vol. iii. p. 492. 

The above selection shews the retention of the old spelling to 
the end of the seventeenth century, in this County and 
elswhere. 

16. The frequent and common pronunciation of the name as 
Blighy impels me to make a passing allusion to that form of it. As 
a surname so spelt it is not very common, though doubtless derived 
from the same old root, which has already been sufficiently examined. 
It has been ennobled as being the private family name of an ancient 
EngHsh peerage. 

John Bligh, son of William Bligh of Pl3rmouth, was citizen of 
London. His grandson, John Bligh, M.P., was elevated to the 
peerage in 1721, as Baron Clifton, and afterwards, in 1725, created 
Earl Darnley. The present Lord Damley is the sixth earl in the 
succession. — BurTce^s History of the Peerage. 

17. I regret that I have not been able to discover any, the 
briefest historical notice, amongst the early names in Norfolk, on 
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wliich to base and prove a family connection with tlie county. In 

truth we cannot congratulate ourselves as deriving our descent from 
North-Folk men of those times. 

It has always been a cherished tradition in the family that our 
more immediate ancestors came from one of the Midland Counties, 
in the earlier part of the seventeenth century — either Warwickshire 
or Derbyshire — ^where the surname has existed from a very early date, 
and exists largely to this day. 

It has therefore, of course, been my desire and endeavour to 
investigate the grounds of this belief, and I am satisfied that I 
have done so with as much success as could be reasonably expefcted. 

18. I go first to Warwickshire, and at the little picturesque 
hamlet of Blythe, before mentioned, pleasantly situated on the banks 
of its god-parent stream, I find an old manor-house, formerly the 
residence of its lords there, of whom the following genealogical 
fragment is all that I can discover. 

EoGER de Blithe, 50th Henry III. (1266). 
William de Blithe, 30th Edward I. (1302). 
Eeginald de Blithe, 16th Edward III. (1343). 
William de Blithe, 28th Edward HI. (1355). 
Thomas de BHthe, 2nd Henry IV. (1401). 

c 
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It is dated temp. Henry YII., at which time the manor passed 
from the family, and eventually came to Sir William Dugdale, the 
celebrated antiquarian, Norroy King of Arms in the Heralds' Office, 
in the reign of Charles I. He built the present Blythe Hall, 
described in Niven's Old Warwickshire Uotises as ^* a spacious and 
respectable seat,*' and is one of the illustrations of that work, facing 
the title page. Dugdale himself calls it ^^a member of Shustoke, and 
is the place of my residence, where I compiled this present work," 
namely the Antiquities of Warwickshire, a very famous and noble 
book, which occupied its author more than twenty years, and **is by 
general suffrage placed at the head of all County Histories." — 
Beauties of England and Wales, vol. xv. p. 9. 

19. Another source of reliable information is the Heralds' 
Visitations. It may be here stated that a Visitation in Heraldry 
was a power and privilege granted to the College of Arms, in 
London, by Edward III. They were empowered to send into the 
country and examine the rights of persons claiming to bear arms, 
and to enquire into titles, pedigrees, &c. The Visitation was 
conducted by the King -of- Arms of the province, and carried out about 
once in thirty years. — Avelin^^s Heraldry^ p. 343. 

The Visitations of Yorkshire in 1585 and 1612, give ^^ITugh Blythe, 
of the county of Warwick, bailiff to Sir John Conway;" ^^ Edward 
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Blythe of the same county, his son, who had divers houses in 

Fetter Lane, London, anno 1595;" and ''''Henry JBlythe, who died 
without issue.'* To these I may add one or two other names supplied 
to me by the Eev. J. Haldenby Clark, Vicar of West Dereham, 
(to whom I am indebted for valuable help) namely, William Blythe 
of Coleshill, county Warwick, yeoman, a trustee under a certain will 
proved November 6th, 1623. Walter Blythe also held lands in this 
county, and published a valuable work entitled The English Improver / 
or, A New Survey of Husbandry, London, 1649. A ** third impression, 
much augmented,'' came out in 1562. This book is quoted largely 
in the History of Fincham, pp. 30, 31. He was Captain in 
Cromwell's Army. I have not been able to trace out his position 
in the family. 

20. From the Visitations of Lincolnshire (1562-4) I get John 
Blythe, and William Blythe his son, with John and William his 
grandsons, of Strawston, or Stroxton, in this county, with a monument 
to this last John in the parish church of Denton, in the same 
county, A.D. 1602. Mr. Clark has also noted that one Margaret 
Blythe, of the above Strawston family, was grandmother to the 
great Sir Isaac Newton, who was baptized January 1st, 1642. Other 
names might be quoted, but they present no evidence of any near con- 
nection with Warwickshire, much less for the purpose directly in hand. 
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21. I go then to Derbyshire, and here I have no doubt of 
having found the direct ancestral line from which we may deduce 
our descent. A local writer says that the Blythes were ** a people 
of considerable note " in that county in the sixteenth and seventeenth 
centuries. They were seated at Norton and Dronfield, near Sheffield. 
Some historical notes of their position, with a carefully compiled 
pedigree, were published a few years ago in the Reliquary ^ by an 
eminent genealogist named Swift, from the Parish Eecords of these 
two places, the Visitations, and other authorities. And although it 
will be found perhaps difficult to get definite proofs of the exact 
link in the chain which will connect Norfolk with Derbyshire, I 
am quite certain that it is here, and shall take the greatest care 
in fitting it into its place. 

Norton is a very interesting parish in the northern parts of the 
county, having given in early times two Bishops to the Church from 
this family ; and in our own times the most eminent sculptor perhaps 

that the English nation can boast of, namely, Chantrey. His statue 
of Bishop Bathurst in Norwich Cathedral, and the celebrated 
Woodcocks at Holkham, have made his name very familiar to 



us. 



22. There were several respectable families at Norton, and 
one of the principal houses was Blythe Hall, at the Lees 
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Hamlet, **a lialf -timbered house, in whicli are several rare 
old oak carvings, on one of whicli is W. B. 1627." — Derhy shire 
Directory. 

In 1420, temp. Henry V., the name of William Blythe is first 
mentioned in connection with this house and manor. His son, 
William Blythe, is said to have made a fortune in trade, in the 
north of England. As Lord of Norton Lees he obtained a grant of 
arms in 1485, just exactly four centuries from the year in which 
I am now writing. The document following is an abridged copy 
of this grant, and is one of great interest and importance to us. 



23. To all true Christiane people, Sfc. 

/, John More, otherwise called Norroy, principall herald, and 
kinye-of-armes of the north part of this realm, send due and humble 
recommendations, Sfc. Equitie, will, and reason ordeinethe, Sfc, And there- 
fore I the sayd Kiny of Armes have assertayned that William Blythe of 
Norton, in the countie of Derby, hath continued in vertue, Sfc, ; and for 
ye remembrance of his yentlenes, vertue, and abilite, I the said Kiny of 
Armes have devysed, ordeyned, and assiyned unto the sayd William Blythe, 
for him and for his poster itie, ye armes hereafter following: that is to 
saye, he beareth ermyne, three roebucks^ gules, armed; and also his creast, 
a roebucke^s head, rased, of three points^ ermine and yules, a garland of 
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lorel about his neclc ; graunted to the sayd William to have and to hould the 
same armes and creasty 8fc, In loitnesa whereof /, the sayd hinge of armes, 
hare sette to my seale of signe manuell at London, on the 27th day of 
February, the first yeare of the raigne of our Sovereigne Lord King 
Henry the Seventh. 

■ 

Ratified by me, William Flower, alias Norroy, King-of-Arms, xi of 
December, anno 1566, under tbe seal of the arms of our office of 
the said Non*oy. — Heralds^ Visitation in 1544-5, and 1612. — 
Foster, p. 321. 



24. The said WiUiam Blythe had five sons, Roger, Thomas, 
John, Geoffrey, and Richard. Of Roger it is only known that he 
died without issue. 

John was educated at Cambridge, and became successively 
Warden of King's Hall, in 1488, (now incorporated with Trinity 
College), Archdeacon of Richmond, Chancellor of the University, 
Master of the Rolls, and finally Bishop of Salisbury, February 23rd, 
1494. 

His brother Geoffrey appears to have held nearly as many 
benefices in plurality. He succeeded John as Warden of King's 
Hall, and after enjojdng various Church dignities, was consecrated 
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Bishop of Lichfield and Coventry in the year 1503, which he held 
for more than twenty years. 

The Church of Norton is one of very early date. It is described 
by Mr. Cox, in his Churches of Derby shire ^ and contains many very 
interesting features. Its chief glory is said to be the Blythe 
Chapel, and the monument there to William Blythe and his wife, 
erected by their son Geoff ery, the Bishop, about 1524. It is a very 
beautiful work in ' alabaster, and after much barbarous mutilation 
still exhibits the arms of Lichfield, impaling those of Blythe, 
the latter being, ^^ ermine y three roebucks trippant^ gules y 
attired or." 

25. This beautiful monument owes its escape from destruction 
to a clause in the iconoclastic Act of Parliament of 1643, before 
quoted. " Provided that this Act shall not extend to any image, 
picture, or coat of arms, in glass, stone, or otherwise, graven only 
for a monument to any dead person who hath not been commonly 
reputed or taken to be A Saint, but that all such pictures, &c., may 
stand and continue in like manner and form, as if this Act had 
never been made." 

The effigy of William Blythe on this monument, is a man 
clothed in long robes, with head uncovered, and under his right 
arm is a bag or scrip. Some antiquarians suppose that this bag 
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denotes that the wearer had performed a pilgrimage to the Holj 
Land, but others saj that it is more likely to indicate the 
pursuit of a merchant. — Notei on the Churehe» of Btrhy- 
Bhire. 

26. From Thomas and Richard Blythe — ^his other sons — ^there 
descended two numerous distinct branches. The former went into 
Yorkshire, and had two sons, John and Geoffirey, named after their 
episcopal uncles ; the former was Archdeacon of Lichfield, and the 
latter Professor of Medicine, and Master of Trinity College, 
Cambridge. 

Richard married at home, and his family are found at Norton 
and the neighbouring town of DronGeld, and to them our attention 
will now be directed, as the ancestral branch from which I believe | 
we have come. Their crest is found to be ''a roebuck's head, erased, 
gules, attired or, with a chapUt, vert, round the neck.** This crest, 
sometimes Tvith and sometimes without the ehaplet, (a disputed point 
which I trust may now be settled), has been borne by our family 
from their first coming into Norfolk. There is no mention of a 
motto, either in the original grant, or in any other description of 
the arms that I have seen. 

27. From the Eegisters of the two parishes, I shall select a 
few of the most prominent names, shewing to some extent their 
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position in life, previous to or about the time when the migration 
of certain members of the family into Norfolk took place, if I am 
right in my conjecture. 



1570. 

1592. 

1593. 

1595. 
1601. 



1614. 
1632. 
1638. 

•1645. 
1647. 

1654. 



Willielmus Blithe, filius Willielmi de Norton, bapt. xxix. 

Junii. 
John, ye sonne of John Blythe, was bapt. ye 2** Julie. 
Robertus Blythe de Woodsets, yeoman, sep. 8 Sept. 
Hierohimus (Jerome) Blythe, armiger, pater Antonii Blythe, 

armiger, sep. 26 March. 
Richard Blythe and Alice Baxton were mar. 29 Nov. 
Antonius Blythe de Dranfield, armiger, sepult. fuit in 

Capella ecclise de Norton adjunct, tertio die Junii, in 

node. 
William Blythe and Margaret Blythe mar. 30 Sept. 
Jason Blythe was buried ye 7th December. 
William Blythe, JEsquire, elected Churchwarden of Dron- 

field. 

Carolus Blithe, generosus, sep. July 12. 

Judith, daughter of William Blythe, was buried June 
24. 

William Blythe of Norton, tanner, sep. Apr. 6. 

D 
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1663. Hugh Blythe was buried ye 4tli January. 

1666. Henry, ye sonne of Henry Blytbe \_apotheearim']y bapt- 

Feby. 26tb. 
1669. Walter, ye sonne of Mr. Henry Blytb, bapt. Oct. 13. 
1675. Gulielmus Blytb, ffenerosus* de Lees, sep. 2 Feb. 

28. Amongst the traders' tokens of Derbyshire is this: — Obverse j 
Henky Blyth, with the Apothecaries* Arms on a shield within 
a circle. Reverse, Dranfield, 1666; and within the circle this — 

HIS HALF-PENY. 



* One cannot but regret the disappearance of the designations of rank and 
position which adorned the old parochial registers. Armigevj in Latin — one 
*' entitled to bear arms," — has been supei-seded by Esquier, which is French— a 
"shield bearer," — next in degree below a knight. This title, once strictly limited 
to younger sons of noblemen, justices, sheriffs, &c., has come to be more lavishly 
used in a general application, and is no longer a description, but a compliment. 
GetierosuSy "gentleman," held a middle place between the nobility and yeomanry, 
which last term is Danish, and means "a man of small estate in land, or 
gentleman farmer." — Imperial Dictionary, 

" A yeoman is a gentleman in the ore (sc. gold)^ whom the next generation will 
see refined." — Fuller^ s Worthiea. 
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THE BLYTHES OF DERBYSHIRE. 



William Blythe of Norton Lees, temp. Henry V., 1420. 



r~i 

Two others. 



John Blythe, William Blythe,=j= . . . . , da. of . . 



eldest son. 



second son. 
Had a grant of 
arms in 1485. 



Austen of Bir- 
ley, CO. Derby. 



Geoflfrey Blythe, 
Bishop of Lichfield, 
consecrated 1503, 
died 1524. 



John Blythe, Bishop 
of Salisbury, cons. 
1493, died 1499. 



Richard Blythe =f Katharine . . . . 



of Norton, 
CO. Derby. 



Three others. 



of Birchet, a 
hamlet of Dron- 
field, Derby. 



^largaret, wife 
of Anthony 
Wolseley. 



William Blythe = 
of Norton 
and Greenhill. 



'- Selioake 

of Haselborrow. 



Jerome Blythe =f= Ann, da. of Richard 



of Birchet, aged 
22, 1647, buried 
March 26, 1593. 



Eyre of Offerton, 
CO. Derby. 



Anthony Blythe =x= Frances Kirk 



Notes.— Jason Blythe, 1623. 
Samuel Blyth, 1716, of Atter- 
cliffe; bur. at Norton 1735, a^ed 
62. Samuel Blythe, 1739, of 
Frome ; died 28 Deq. 1796, aged 
77. 



of Birchet, 1667, 
Armiger, bur. 
June 3, 16ol. 



of Greenhill, 
d. 1586. 



Charles Blythe =f= Ist, Judith, who had 



of Birchet, 1599 ; 
sold Norton, 1624; 
bur. there, 1645. 



I 

Thomas. 



John. 



four children ; 
2nd, Barbara .... 



Note.— These three brothers appear to have migrated 
into Norfolk about a.d. 1630—40, and are found married 
at Horsfurd 1641. 



Henry. 

(a) Ck>ntinued from Horsford 
B«gisters and other sources, 
page S3. 
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29. The sale of the manor of Norton by Charles Blythe to John 
Bullock in 1624, seems to have been the breaking up of the family. 
The three sons by his second wife — Henry , John^ and Thomas — dis- 
appear simultaneously ; and the identical three, judging from their 
names, are found settling at Horsford^ in the neighbourhood of 
Norwich. They engage in trade, following the steps of their fathers, 
or are carrying out their cousin Walter's agricultural principles and 
precepts on their new farms. Whether they brought their wives 
with them, or found them among the daughters of East Anglia, I 
have no evidence to show ; but, at any rate, I believe that the family 
tradition finds its certain verification in them. 

30. Here, at Horsford, our people ** increase and multiply 
exceedingly." Below are some few names taken from very numerous 
entries in the Church Registers.* They are chiefly in the direct line, 
as my ancestors ; but some belong to collateral branches, which have 
spread widely in the county, until the name (in many places 
degenerated to Bly) has become almost as common as other similar 
originals in Brown, White^ and Oreen. Of this class of short adjectival 
surnames, by the way, a curious illustration once happened to myself. 



* For these extracts, and much other help, I am greatly indebted to the kindness 
and liberality of the Eev. J. D. Ballance, Yica^. 
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I was visiting a clerical friend in Leicestershire. On my arrival, he 
informed me that a neighbouring brother clergyman was coming to 
meet me on the morrow. We were soon mutually congratulating each 
other on our prospects of friendly harmony, as we discovered that we 
were ''Bland,'' "Blithe;' and ''Blunt/'' 



1041. Elizabeth, dau. of Hexry Blythe and Mary his wife, Jan. 

22nd. 
1642. John, the sonne of Henry Bljrthe and Mary his wife, Novr. 

14th. 

1647. Benedict, dau. of Thomas Blythe, bp. for tenth November. 

1648. Philipp, son of Philipp Blyihe, bap. 13th August. 

1650. Richard, son of Thomas Blythe, bp. twenty-first July. 

1651. Henery, son of Henery Blythe and Mary his wife, June 

15th. 

1653. Robert, son of Henery and Mary Blythe, bapt. Feby. 27th. 
,, Mary, dau. of Edmund and Mary Blythe, bapt. Feby. 27th. 

1 654. Edmund, son of Philipp Blythe, buried March 29th. 

,, Thomas, son of Thomas and Elizabeth Blythe, bur. August 3. 
,, Helen, daughter of John Blythe, bur. October 22nd. 

1655. Thomas, son of Philip and Mary Blythe, borne December 

21st. 
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1656. Ricliard, son of Henery Blythe, bapt. April 20th. 

1669. John Blythe of this Towne, son of Henry, single man, and 

ilizabeth Savory, single woman, were married Nov. 19th, 

Anno Dom., 1669. 
1671. Elizabeth, d. of John and Elizabeth Blythe, bapt. February 

19th. 
1673. John, son of John and Elizabeth Blythe, bapt. February 

22nd. 
1680. John, sone of Eichard Blythe and Dinah his wife, bapt. 

October. 
1695. Philip, son of Thomas and Susanna Blythe, bapt. March 

22nd. 
„ Thomas, sonn of Joses and Elizabeth Blythe, bapt. March 

28th. 
1697. Joses, sonne of Eichard Blyth and Dinah his wife, May 24th. 
1702. John Blythe, Junior, and Elizabeth .... were married June 

8th. 

1706. David, sonne of John Blythe, Junr., and Elizabeth, bur. 

Sep. 1 7th. 

1707. John Blyth, Senior, was buried May 12th (affidavit). 

,, Samuel, son of John, Junr., and Elizabeth his wife, bapt. 
Sep. 14th. 
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1708. Judith, daughter of John Blyth, Malster, and Elizabeth, bapt. 

May 25th. 
1710. Martha, daughter of John, and Elizabeth his wife, bapt. 

Feby. 25th. 
1713. Henry, son of John and Elizabeth Blyth, bapt. Novr. 

29th. 
1716. Hannah, d. of John and Elizabeth Blyth, bapt. May 10th. 
1721. Eobert, son of John Blyth and Elizabeth, bapt. July 

30th. 

1730. Henry, son of Samuel and Elizabeth Blyth, bapt. May 

24th. 

1731. Elizabeth, d. of Samuel and Elizabeth Blyth, bapt. Oct. 

31st. 
1733. Samuel, son of Samuel and Elizabeth Blyth, bapt. July 8th. 

31. The occurrence of ** Samuel** at Horsford, and afterwards 
so very frequently, comes from a collateral branch of the Derbyshire 
family. It fully confirms the connection, and sometimes tempts me 
to think possibly that branch may have comprehended our progenitors. 
The presumption, however, is not so acceptable as that which is 
preferred and adopted in ** Henry.'* Samuel Blyth was a dissenting 
minister at AtterclifEe Chapel in 1716, seventh in descent from John^ 
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brother of William, 1485. He died in 1735, leaving two sons, 
Samuel and Benjamin, the former of whom lived and ministered at 
Frome in Somersetshire, and died in 1796. 

My grandfather and father had each of them tico sons of the 
name of Samuel, but they all died in their infancy, or youth. 

Joses also and Judith in the foregoing list are names of not very 
common occurrence, yet both of them are found in the Derbyshire 
family, and add another item of confirmation to our conclusions as 
to the right line of descent. 

32. It may, perhaps, be interesting here to note and bring to- 
gether the many varieties of form and spelling which have clothed 
this old familiar word in the course of ages. Since it * ^ refuses to 
tell its origin," as Mr. Eaine says, perhaps we may take one small 
liberty in peeping into the envelope in which it is said to be 
** impenetrably wrapped," and see there its smallest possible embryo 
shape in one syllable of three letters, thus, hli. So, beginning with 
this, thougli only an assumption, we may continue the list from 
the preceding pages, "Bli, Blia, Blid, Blida, Blide, Bleith, BHth, 
BHthe, Blieth, Blyeth, Bligh, Blythe, Blyth, Bly;" thus getting 
back to its tri-literal form, only with long **y" taking the place 
of little **i," the same in sound as when first conceived, we are led 
to believe, four thousand years ago ! 



r 
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BLYTHE, OR BLYTH, OF NORFOLK. 

w 

I , 



Thonia&=T= Elizabeth . . . 

Two sons and two dans., 
from 1647 to 1655. 



Joim.cp Helen .... 
No issne known. 



Henry Blythe.=T=Mary 
Came from Derbyshire 
to Horsford, Norfolk, 
about 1638-40. 



ri 

Robert, b. 1653, mar. 

Hannah . . ; 2 children. 

Richard, b. 1656, Parish 
Clearke {sie), m. Dinah . . ; 
2 children. 



Elizabeth, b. 
1641, d. 1648. 

Henry, 1651. 



John Blyth, »«n.,=7=Eliz. Savory, 



b. at Horsford, 1642; 
d. intestate, 1707; 
son John adminis- 
trator. 



b. 1648, mar. 
1669, d. 1700. 



r-m r"n 

Matthew, 1685. Elizabeth, 1671. 



John Blythe, yMn.,=f= Elizabeth 



Mary, 1689. 
Sarah, 1695. 



Jane, 1677. 
Robert, 1680. 



bap. at Horsford, 1673; 
brewer and maltster. Will 
proved, 1725; signed, John 
Blyeth. 



r I J I n 

Martha, 1710. 

Richard, 1712. 

Henry, 1713. 

Robt, 1714, d. inf. 

Hannah, 1716. 

Thomas, 1723. 



" Ill "TH 

John, 1702, eldest 

son, m. Sarah . . j 

several children. 

David, 1703. 

Mary, 1705. 

Judith, 1708. 

Catherine, 1709. 



"TT 



• •» 



m. June 8, 1702; 
executrix, 1725. 



Samuel Blythe, sen, ,=f= Eliz. Kitton, 



bapt. at Horsford, l7o7 ; 
went to Eaton, 1740; living 
atWingfield, 1767; buried 
at Bircham Tofts, 1783. 
Will proved, Jan. 4, 1784. 

Robt.,b. at Horsford, 1721 
living at Dunham Parva 
1757; atMassingham,1774 
bur. at Massingham, 1788 
Will proved Mar. 17, 1789. 



r I I I I I — 
Martha, b. 1736. 

ilary, b. 1737. 

John, b. 1739. 

Susanna, b. 1740 ; 
mar. . . Faulkner, 
d. Nov. 13, 1816. 

Juliana, d. infant, 
1743. 

William, b. 1754. 



Henry, bap. 1730, living at 
Rougham 1750, at Bircham 
N., 1765; bur. at Bircham 
Tofts, 1783. Will proved 
June 6th, 1784. 

Lucy, b. eirea 1760, mar. 
William Kitton of Creake 
Abbey, who d. Feb. 25, 1781 . 

Elizabeth, b. 1731. 

Robert, b. 1734. 

E 



b. at Horsham, 
1710; m.1729, 
d. 1784, bur. 
at Bircham 
Tofts. 



Samuel Bly th,/M» . , = 
baptised at Hors- 
ford, 1733; living 
at Eaton Hal^ 
1757;atBumhun, 
1770; at Creake 
Abbey, 1781. Ac- 
cidentally killed, 
1817 ; bur. at N. 
Creake, 1817. 
Will proved Aug. 
3, 1817. 



- Elizab., da. of 
John Burton 
of Ludham 
Hall, Norf ., 
mar. Oct. 5, 
1756 ; d. July 
22, 1805, aged 
87 years. 



(*) 
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Blyth of Nokfolk {continued). 



r~r~r-\ 

Elizabeth, b. at Eaton, 

1768; mar. P. Isaac 

of Wighton ; bur. at 

Redenhall, 1842. 

Juliana, b. at Eaton, 
1763 ; mar. Ist, ISaml. 
Blyth ot Massingham 
and Sedgeford ; 2ly, 
John Oakes of Burn- 
ham Norton ; bur. at 
Bircham Tofts, 1837. 

Lucy, b. at Burnham 
W., 1774; m. G. Watts 
of Dud ham ; bur. at 
Little Dunham, 1858. 

lilary, b. at Burnham 
W., 1777; mar. R. 
Harvey of Alburgh ; 
bur. at Redenhall, 1 822. 



TT 

Nathaniel, b. at 
Eaton, 1764; mar. 
Sophia Blyth of 
Bircham N. ; d. at 
S wanton, Mar. 15, 
1805; bur. at N. 
Creake, leaving 
issue two sons, 
Saml. and Henry. 

Barnabas Burton, 
b. 1772, bapt. at 
Burnham Deep- 
dale, mar. Mary 
Kitton, d. Jan. 14, 
1812; bur. at N. 
Creake, leaving 
son Samuel of N. 
Walsham, anddau. 
Mary Ann of Ltle. 
Hampton, and 
other issue. 



TT 






Henry Blyth, Esq., b.=p Ist, AnnBees- 



at Eaton Hall, 1762 ; 
came to Burnham W. 
1770; bonght Bethlem 
Farm 1808, Deepdale 
Manor 1812; inclosed 
Sea Marshes 1822; d. 
June 21, 1831; will 



proved Aug. 6, 1831 ;^f= 21y, Sarah 



bur. atBurnhamWest- 
gate. 

Rebecca Maria, b. at 
Burnham W. 1778 ; 
mar. John Kitton of 
Gt. Bircham ; bur. there, 
aged 78 years. 



ton of Bum- 
ham Overj% m. 
Dec. 16,1793; 
d.Feb.4,1796, 
aged 37 years; 
bur. at North 
Creake. 



Etheridge of 
Stanhoe, mar. 
Jan. 18, 1798; 
d. June 20, 
1831, aged 56 
years ; bur. at 
Burnham W. 



L 



Note. — Samuel, Burton, Hannah, 
Samuel, Rebecca, Ann, died in their 
infancy, or youth, from 1767 to 1787. 
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Edward Gwyn 
Blyth, Clk., M.A., 
Rector of Burnham 
Deepdale, Chaplain 
toThos.Wm.Coke, 
Earl of Leicester, 
b. Feb. 28, 1800; 
mar. Mary Susanna 
Kerslake, co IMid- 
dlesex ; d. Jan. 1, 
1855, leaving issue 
three sons. 

Elizabeth Mary, b. 
1802, m. Horatio 
Bolton, Clk., M.A., 
Kector of Oby and 
Vicar of Docking ; 
first cousin to 
Thomas Bolton, 
second Earl Nel- 
son ; living at Nor- 
wich (his relict), 
June 20, 1885. 



— --TT-i ; 

Henry Ethendge = 

Blyth, Esq., late of 
Sussex Farm, j.p., 
b. Nov. 13, 1798; d. 
s. p. Dec. 21, 1880; 
will proved Feb. 8, 
1881 ; bur. at Bum- 
ham Westgate. 

Frances, b. 1801, 
d. unmar. 1824. 

Etheridge James, 
Clk., M.A., Vicar of 
Red Hill, co. Hants ; 
b. 1812, d. unmar., 
1838. 



r-rn 

Robert B. Blyth, generosus, 

b. 18IJ4, died unmar. July 30, 

1832. 

Anthony Blyth, Esq., of 
Holme-next- the-Sea, b. Jan. 
8, 1808 ; mar. Louisa Bran- 
ton, CO. Herts; living at 
Holme, June 20, 1885; having 
issue surviving, four sons and 
one daughter. 

William Blyth, Clk., m.a., 
born March 2, 1810; Rector 
of Fincham 1846 ; Hon. 
Canon of Norwich 1868; mar. 
Mary Anne Mortlock, co. 
Cambridge ; living at Fin- 
cham June 20, 1885, ha\4ng 
issue, surviving, two sons 
in Holy Orders, and four daus. 



^ Frances 
Gwyn of 
Baron's 
Hall, 
Fak en- 
ham, b. 
1808, m. 
1827, d.' 
Aug. 23, 
1882; 
bur. at 
Bum- 
ham 
West- 
gate. 



Note.— Samuel, William, Ann, 
Samuel, Charlotte, John, died in 
their infancy, or youth, from 1803 
to 1827. 
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33. I will not let this humble attempt at genealogical tracery 

go forth without the accompaniment of some brief word of helpful 
edification, if so it may be taken. A Norfolk celebrity of the seven- 
teenth century, Sir Thomas Browne, m.d., wrote somewhat quaintly, 
"it is opportune to look back upon old times and contemplate our 
forefathers. Great examples grow thin, and are to be fetched from 
the passed world. Simplicity flies away and iniquity comes at 
long strides upon us."* In giving, then, a biographical tint, as it 
were, to a little square of the literary table of bygone generations, 
I would affectionately point to a name there written in capitals, as 
worthy of being considered an example of character to men of 
business in this busy world. My father was indeed an exemplary 
man, to whose skilful industry and parental care his children owe many 
precious privileges, which had not fallen to his own lot. He was 
a man of highly intelligent parts, of sound righteous principles, and 
liberal disposition, and not lacking in faith and devotion towards God. 

34. It may seem late for me, after the lapse of more than half a 
century, to offer a tribute of filial gratitude to the memory of my 
fatlier, but in truth as we advance in years we can better appreciate 
and judge more certainly of character, and of the loss to 



* Urn-burial. Norwich, 1658, p. 5. 
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the family, and to society, of departed worth. And therefore it 
can never be too late to tell of it " to them that come after." 

35. My father was bom at Eaton Hall, near Norwich, in 1762, 
where my grandfather held lands under the Dean and Chapter of 
Norwich. In or about the year 1770 the family came to Bumham 
Westgate, and settled in a large farm then called Bethelham, or 
Bethlem. At seventeen years of age he had the management of 
this occupation of more than a thousand acres ; and very soon after- 
wards held it on his own account, under Lord Camelford, in the 
full play of an active and busy life, in times of great political crises 
and agricultural prosperity. 

In his natural character and disposition he was full of energy, 
realizing, too, to a great extent, the qualities indicated in his name, — 
hlithe in its best sense, — without being I trust gay over-much. 

"^t^ In continuation of the custom of my grandfather, he kept 
a diary, or daily journal, in which were entered regularly, besides 
brief notices of farming operations, the prices of com and cattle, 
&c., some interesting memoranda of the seasons,* together with 



* E.g. — 1791, Jan. 20. Barometer the lowest I ever remember. 

1 794, July 18. Fine rain after drought of nine weeks. 

1795, Jan. 22. Fourteen inches of snow to-day. 

1802, Sept. 15. My finest harvest — abundant crop of com. 

1808, July 13. Was, or supposed to be, the hottest day remembered. 
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important family and domestic events. More than fifty volumes of 

these pocket-books remain, and have supplied me with many dates 

of births, marriages, and deaths. 

Yery few entries relate to his personal life, but I wiU mention one 
or two. 

One evening at his club, in July, 1791, he was unfortunate in 
giving ofEence to a member bearing an illustrious name, and writing 
himself "a Gentleman.*' Two or three days after there came a 
provocative letter, written in very abusive language, which I omit, and 
finishing thus, — ^^Sir, I immediately demand satisfaction, as a 
Gentleman. Sword or pistol your choice, — ^time and place you'll 
appoint by bearer. Joshua Reynolds. 

" To Henry Blyth, Esq., 

'^ Bethelham, near the Crazy House, Bumham." 

Such a letter would be rather startling, but young and spirited as 
he was, my father had too true a sense of the value of life to himself 
and family, and so high a contempt as a Christian man for the 
barbarous practise of duelling, that he dared to decline the challenge. 
He preferred to consult his solicitor, Mr. Jones of Fakenham, and 
through his intervention ^^satisfaction" came from the other side. 
^'Eeynolds asked my pardon, paid expenses, and gave one guinea 
to the poor " ! 
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36. It appears to have been about four years after this that his 

noble landlord, Lord Camolf ord, fell under a similar unhappy temp- 
tation. Yes, he fell, by the cold and cruel hand of one of his peers, 
too sensitiye perhaps in his high position of the requirements of that 
absurd code of honor, by which ** Gentlemen" settled their quarrels 
in those days, in the absence of that true moral courage which an 
inferior in rank could more easily display. 

1795. January 4th. *^In London. Lady Camelford assured me 
by Lord C's direction that I should stay in my farm.'* 

37. His intimate acquaintance with Mr. Coke of Holkham began 
about this time. For forty years that great and distinguished Eepre- 
sentative of this county, and the head and front of agricultural enter- 
prise around, was his near neighbour and kind friend to the very 
last. He esteemed him greatly and paid him much respect. He laid 
down four acres of land as a fox cover for him and his friends, and 
frequently hunted with his hounds. On several occasions he sent up 
to Norwich, in covered carriages, large voting parties, conspicuous 
with their orange rosettes, in Mr. Coke's interest. They might 
sometimes be more than one day on the road, and perhaps very in- 
conveniently detained for three or four more (as special constables, 
&c.), out of the fourteen, over which the work of election might then 
legally extend. Contrast this for a moment with present expedition ! 
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38. By the year 1808 he had so prospered in his calling and 

stewardship, as to be able to purchase his farm of 1067 acres of his 
landlord, who was now Lord Grenville. He lost no time in building, 
planting, and fencing, by which large **brecks," * or bleak open 
fields, and unbounded sheep walks, were brought under better and 
more profitable management, combined with a fair proportion of the 
ornamental. 

In 1812 his estate was extended and completed by the purchase 
of the parish and manor of Deepdale adjoining, consisting of some 
900 acres, and including the advowson of the living. There is no 
more picturesque landscape on the Norfolk coast, than that afforded 
by the inland background of Deepdale looking on the sea. It was 
once a domain of the Finchams of Fincham. 

February 4th. '* Hunting with Mr. Coke's hounds we had a fine 
view from the Downs." 

39. 1817. To pass on quickly, I have next to notice the death of 
my venerable grandfather, aged eighty four, at North Creake Abbey, 
a leasehold property held by our family of Christ College, Cambridge. 



* Breck, a large diviaion of an open corn-field. — Forby, vol. i. p. 39. A friend 
suggests that the word may be from '* brake," the common fern, which grows so 
abundantly on uuinclosed lands in this county. — A. E. K. 
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March 1 9th. ** My poor father was this day killed by Mr. Overman's 
horses running away." I remember well being at the funeral, just 
seven years old, and looking down into the dark dismal vault, 
received an impression which no length of time can obliterate. 

For a faculty for that vault and tomb there had been paid in 
1796 the sum of £67. 17*. ed. I 

40. 1822. This year witnessed the completion of the greatest 
work of his very energetic life, namely, the inclosure of some three 
hundred acres of salt marshes from the dominion of the sea, in 
conjunction with Lord Orford, with his contiguous lands in Bumham 
Norton. 

In this important undertaking he was very persistently opposed 
by persons interested in the harbours of Brancaster and Burnham 
Overy, West and East respectively. Among these was Lord Spencer, 
of whom Lord Orford wrote as follows — **I am happy to hear that we 
shall carry it through at last, particularly as you seem to have taken 
off the edge of Lord Spencer's opposition." — JVoUertorif March 
ISth, 1821. 

The Act was obtained, and all fears have proved but visionary. 
The Society of Arts in London sent down to him a handsome gold 
commemorative medal, value £50, which of course is now an heir- 
loom in the family. Of Mr. Telford, the eminent engineer for this 
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work, there is a monument in Westminster Abbey, about the middle 

of the great nave, very near to Livingstone's, but only a small 

insignificant stone, and wholly unworthy of the man. 

October 19th. **The Duke of Sussex and Mr. Coke called to 

see the Bank at Deepdale," and soon after, with other noblemen 

from Holkham, dined at Sussex Fabm, so named from that 

day. 

41. It would be undutiful as well as unfaithful in me, in con- 
cluding this little memoir of one so beloved and regretted, were I 
to omit allusion to my father's character in its religious aspect. 
Doubtless he had faults, failings, and shortcomings ; but the Church 
itself is not without serious blame for its neglect of her children 
in those times, whilst national customs and domestic habits had 
a force in their influence, which was not then felt very generally 
as evil. Happily there was within him a conscientious integrity of 
purpose, and a determination to ** do justly," whilst *' loving mercy," 
and to **walk humbly before God." 

42. As a Churchman, he was regular and consistent in his 
observance of all her ordinances; and his family were trained, 
even somewhat sternly, to the same line of duty. We ' had our 
places in each of the two Churches connected with the estate; and 
though we were two miles from the one, and nearly two from 
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the other, those places were very rarely unoccupied. It was a healthy 
walk. 

As Churchwarden the office to him was real. He recognized the 
responsibility of his position, both in regard to the edifice and its 
externals, as well as to the moral welfare of the parishioners. For 
instance, I have a clear remembrance of his going out of Deepdale 
Church before sermon on a certain Sunday "morning, for some 
definite purpose. We learnt afterwards that he had visited officially 
the public-house, and found there a drinking pariy, including one of 
his own responsible servants. How many churchwardens in those 
days, or since, have done the like? His visit we may be sure was 
not without effect. That house has since been closed, in respect 
of intoxicating drinks, as unnecessary for the general public, and 
morally injurious to the village. 

43. Practically acquainted with Forby*s County Vocabulary, 
he knew well how to apply a great many of the wise saws 
(sayings) and maxims of East Anglia. For instance, in warning 
us against leaving to others, especially to servants, what we 
ought to do ourselves, he would say, **the master's eye makes 
the fat ox." 

In his * Agoing out" the Prayer-book was in his bag; and in his 
** coming in " he led our devotional service in family prayers and 
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thanksgiyings. In short, I may say that his piety was of humility, 

and of sincerity, in true faith. 

44. In 1831 his natural force gradually abated, and he was 
careful to ''set his house in order" for departure. I remember well 
and tenderly, how in his last hour he poured out his soul in the 
beautiful language of Psalm ciii., realizing, as I believe, a present 
forgiveness, as is there expressed in the present tense. ''Bless the 
Lord, my soul ; who forgiv^^A all thine iniquities ; who healeth 
all thy diseases ; who redeem^^A thy life from destruction ; who 
crown^^A thee with loving-kindness and tender mercies." 

45. He died at Sussex Farm in the threescore and tenth year 
of his age. My beloved mother, too, had departed this life only 
on the previous day, after a short illness, of which he was kept 
in undisturbed ignorance. They were buried on the same day, 
with one and the same solemn service, the singular only being 
changed to the plural. A sadder funeral spectacle than that 
doubly-hearsed procession, amidst hundreds of mourners, from the 
town of Bumham, and from the village of Deepdale, has not often 
been witnessed. 

46. Our modem Eegisters of Burials provide no column for 
rank or profession, else after the old style of entry he would have 
been noted as Armig&r, legally bearing the arms which were granted 
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to his ancestors in 1485; or Generosus ; or perhaps, as more strictly 

appropriate. Yeoman^ a term before explained. 

47. A very lucid and forcible writer on Christian character, 
Ih*. Cunningham Geikie, has well said that ''there is no legacy 
of more real moment to a child than the reputation of a parent. 
To have been the son of one who^e memory lingers like light in 
the air, is not only a delightful recollection, and a powerful 
stimulus, but a great material aid in life. No household can be 
called poor with such an inheritance; nor any parent lost, whose 
nobler life still survives in the breasts of his children, animating 
them to follow his example, and predisposing others to befriend 
them." 

48. Under these considerations we may conscientiously sympathize 
with the sentiments of the religious-minded author, from whose 
pleasant poetry I gathered an ephemeral flower at the opening 
of this little essay, and may now at the close of it pluck another, 
perchance of a more perennial nature. 

IMy boast is not that I deduce my birth 

From loins enthroned, and rulers of the earth; 

But higher far my proud pretensions rise, 

The son of parents passed into the skies. — Cowper. 

And in view of **a place and a name better than of sons and 
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daughters" — "when our earthly house of this tabernacle shall be 

dissolved" — ^let us see the encouragement of our hope in the word 

of the Lord Jesus to his disciples: "Bejoice not that the devils 

are subject unto you" — seek not that in this world you have place 

and power and wealth given you, as your chief portion — **but 

rather rejoice because your names are written in heaven." 

*' Ita nobis fiat, Deo volente." 
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